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Carlton Rice is in his seventh year as Director of Athletics at Lawson State Community College, 

continuing to lead an era of unprecedented growth and success. After serving as interim athletic 

director during his first year, he was permanently named to the post in 2014 and has been the 

youngest athletic director in the Alabama Community College Conference during that time. 

 

During his tenure at Lawson State, Rice has been a strong steward for the growth of a program 

that sponsors baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, volleyball, and men’s and women’s cross 

country. Student-athletes have maintained a solid grade point average and one of the highest 

student-athlete graduation rates in the college’s history among all sports. He also led the efforts 

for Lawson State to host the Alabama Community College Conference men’s and women’s 

basketball tournaments for the first time in 2017. Rice has been solid as a fundraiser, annually 

raising more than $100,000 while managing a yearly budget that approaches $1 million. 

 

On the fields of play, Rice has overseen the baseball program setting a school record in 2019 

with 31 wins and advancing to the ACCC tournament semifinals. In 2018, the volleyball 

program recorded a record 28 wins and finished second in the conference. His efforts were 

rewarded as Rice was named ACCC Athletic Director of the Year for the 2018-19 academic 

year. 
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Along with his athletic director duties at Lawson State, Rice has served on the president’s 

extended cabinet, numerous college hiring committees, Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools (SACS) Accreditation Committee, and Quality Education Enhancement Program. He 

also plans and represents the college in a wide range of community programs/initiatives as well 

as teaches courses in physical education. 

 

Prior to his stint at Lawson State, Rice served as the athletic director for four years (2009-13) at 

Burke High School in Charleston, South Carolina. He was also a Graduate Assistant in the 

athletic department at Alabama A&M from 2007-09.  

 

Rice earned his Bachelor’s degree in Physical Education from Mississippi State and a Master’s 

degree in physical education from Alabama A&M. He also played on the football team at both 

institutions. He is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 

(NACDA), the National Association of Academic and Student-Athlete Development Association 

(N4), National Alliance of Two-Year College Athletics Administrators (NATYCAA) and 

Minority Opportunities Athletic Association (MOAA).  

 


